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explains how hallucinations sometimes come to stay, in the
insane.

"A post-hypnotic hallucination can be produced by mere
suggestion during hypnosis that a person will see or hear or feel
a certain thing when he wakes up. A person is told in good
faith that the limb he had lost through accident would regrow
during the night and that in the morning he would have two
normal legs, when he awoke. In the morning he awoke, delighted
(the hypnotic sleep was allowed to continue into the ordinary
sleep), believing that his leg had regrown, he having visual and
kinassthetic hallucinations (he could both feel and see to this
effect). For months afterwards he said he could even walk better
as he was at times quite unconscious of his absent leg, and could
therefore keep his balance perfectly, using a stick, which he was
accustomed to carry.

NOT SEEING THAT WHICH ONE SEES

"In order not to see a thing, that thing must first be seen, and
the result is a negative hallucination. Contradiction in terms seems
evident but this is nevertheless true. Take as an example the
experiments I conducted upon my chief boy, when I told him to
open his eyes but not awaken; and that he would only see a column
of figures on the right side of the paper when he opened his eyes;

he obviously must have seen the left-hand column to know and
add up the right-hand column of figures only."

The Sage, interrupting, said: "Could a person without hypnotic
training be made not to see things in a room ? If so, demonstrate
it to us on the house boy."

The house boy was called forth, and as we had only once
hypnotized him deeply, I wondered for the moment how the
experiment would succeed. However, nothing attempted, nothing
done; so on with the worki To my gratification, I soon placed
the house boy again in a profound hypnotic sleep; and then said,
"You will now open your eyes, without awakening, and you will
be surprised to find that I alone remain in the room; the others
having suddenly departed." Although four of us remained in
the room, the Knight Commander, the Sage, the chief boy and
myself; to command he carefully walked about the room, avoiding
all of them, except myself whom he could see, hear and touch.
He never, by accident, once bumped into one of them: it is there-
fore obvious that in order not to see and not to hear and not to
feel them; he must first be able to see, hear and feel them. The
point is that consciousness only records what it has been told by